re, 


an. 
ce, 
ad 


Mr. 
‘les 
nes 


Oo 




















hubersalis 


agaziiee. 








puBLISHED SATURDAYS, BY Il. BOWEN, NO. 4, 


; a 








= —————__- — 


——— —s 
Ls = 





— — 
en 


voL. VI. 


—_—- - ss —_—— - 


PROVINCE-HOUSE ROW, NEAR THE OL) SOUTH.,.$ 2,50 PER A NNU M.=$2, IF P 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1824. 


AID LN ADVANCE, 


- a6 0-0 gee 


NO. 1 yo 





> ore oe - ~ 2 $y ee py ee 


FOR THE CUNEVESSALIST MAGAZINE, 


yrONDERFUL OCCURRENCE. 
Tn the Editors of the Universalist Magazine, 
Gentlemen,—Having read a letter published in the 





Roston Telegraph of August 12, 1824, enid to be writ- | 
ten by the Rev. Phineas Bond, of Wisthrop, Me. to! 


a friend in Waterville, [feel a desire to offer a few 
remarks for publication, in your useful Magazine, on 
the letter, as well as on the piece annexed,headed the 
Dying Sinner, in the same paper. 

Tt seems this reverend Gentleman arrived in Win- 
throp near the close of December Inst, as a preacher, 
after which nothing uncommon took place for nearly 


two months, except a little enusual attention ef the 


people, which it seems was obtained hy continued visits 
i ~~ 
from house to house,(perhaps leadin « aplive silly Wo- 


men) when a small cloud appeared, which however it 


seems was large enough to overspread the heavens, | 
and it is pfesumed, the extreme darkness occasioned by | 


this clond so ivtimidated the people, that they immed-, 


iately proclaimed a fast on the occasion, on which ma- 


ny wonderful things took place; a cay (as mentioned | 
iy the Jetter) which no tongre or pen could describe. | 


Even old professors wére constrained to acknowledge | 


themselves sinners, by their backslidings, &c. while 


the toars of penitence flowing freely, proved they were 


: | 
in earnest. Another exceeding great wonder, and) 


} 


: “ | 
perhaps the greatest of all was, that no instancepf un- 
plensant noise. of confusion, wild enthusiasm, or inde-' 


cent hehaviour was apparent (which might fortunate- 


ly finpren in consequence of a late character noted 
fur ' corduact, being confined in the States Prison.) 
br ico resembled a tomb, and well it might.— 
Prosuming the same language was used as is contain- 


the piece befere alluded to, which might pos- 
sibly proceed from the same pen. Another wonder 
wasa Moralist (so called) by which we understand an 
honest upright man, but no sectarian in religion, was 
brought to acknowledge, his morality could never be 
cousidered as a substitute for the death and sufferings 
of Christ, for his justification befare Cod. ‘That was 
certainly doing well, yet I think the honest moralist a 
vetter member of society without a religious profes- 


sion, than tle professor without morality. Another 


wonder ; one professed universalist was induced to re-| 


nounce his belief in that doctrine, but soon obtained a 
hope of salvation, which it seems he preferred toa fall 


asstrance, and was admitted intothe church. Anoth- 


er had the confidence to express his doubts, whether | 


What he heard was to be found in the bible,—-and | 


much doubt it too, if the ideas usually advanced in| 


such cases were uttered at the time. Another who 
had tryed to be a Universalist, was arrested by this 
wonderful preacher, and concluded not to try any 
longer, but we find him so wonderfully stupid as to de- 
clare in public that had he believed as he tryed to, it 
would have proved the eternal damnation of bis soul !! 
And more wonderful still, this extravagant speech of 
this unstable man is approved by this wonderful 
Preacher, with his cloud-struck adbereuts, and handed 
round with avidity, either to prové Jesus Christ by the 
grace of God did not taste death for every map, or 
else that his death will be of no avail to some, for 
whom he tasted death, in c nsequence of their ercor ip 
judgment,—such strange notions to say the least, must 
be charging God foolishly. 

! mention one thing more, but not in the least won- 
derfui, aud that is, the observation at the close of the 


| tent, there are more or less deceived souls.” 





ener —— 





a an ae 


a 


pike: which reads thus: * We have reason to fear adherents, conceiving the conscience of a person who 


that in revivals of this kind, of any considerable ex- could thus write, to be so much seared, that nothing I 
could say would be of any avail. Nothing short of 
| As respects the three pretended Universalists men- Almighty power will ever remove the [to us] itmpene- 
| tioned in the letter, no doubt ought to be entertained trable vail, which must invelope his mind, thus to de- 
but what something of the kind took place, but had grade the character of the God we adore, as our faith- 
they come forward like the honest and intelligent pair fal unchangeable friend, whose name is love, whose 
mentioned in the Universalist Magazine, of Aug. 22d, mercies endure forever, who is good unto all, and 
ly the name of Cutler, who were lately excluded _ whose tender mercies are over all his works. 
frorn the Baptist Church, in Grafton, giving a reason Little need be said to induce any impartial reader to 
in writing, for chasging their opinion, with theirnames despise it, with pity to the writer. 


dnt for the conso- 
and place of abede, their story would have been re- lation of all snch as are halting between two opinione, 


ceived with much more consideration, and where they | and are all their lifetime subject to bondage, by such 
able to give as good a reason for altering their opinion awful terrors, (not of the Lord but of crue] men) it 
as these people did, they might gain all they wish,! might be well to inquire, whether this language agrees 
they might confute the system of Universalism alto-| with the character of the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
gether.—they might prove sin and death to be eter- | who solemnly declares by one of his Holy Prophets, 
nally triumphant, and lamentation and woe take the | that he will not contend forever, neither will he be al- 
place of joy and rejoicing through the wide extended) ways wroth, for, in that case, the spirit would fail be- 
earth, angels would mourn in sorrowful disappoint- | fore him, and the souls whic'; he hath made. Reader. 
ment, after having announced ‘* good tiding’s of great; compare this declaration with the last clause of the 
“joy to all people,” at the Saviour’s birth, while all the | above mentioned piece, and blush for the ingratitude 
holy prophets and apostles in solemn silence, would | of thy deluded fellow creature, in publishing this hard 
ispair of ever realizing their high raised expectations, | speech against him. Does the language of our Saviour 
and Jesus Christ himself would never see of the tra-| or his apostles, agree with the hard speeches uttered 
vail of his soul or be satisfied. But as we are fully | in this publication? oh no, thank Heaven, they do nol. 
confirmed in the belief that no such reason can be pro- Our Saviour came to call sinners to repentance ; he 
duced, either in the book of divine revelation, of na-, gave himself a ransom for all to be testifled in due 
ture, or any other book, bul that of bigotry, we still| time; he gave eternal life to all who died in Adam ; 
rejoice in the belief of the restoration of all things, jhe is the Saviour of all men 3 aud his, and our father 
and that angels, prophets and apostles, with Jesus) in heaven hath declared he will have all men to be 
‘Christ at their head, will fully realize their highest saved; he will remove every obstable out of the way 
expectations by the entire reconciliation of a submis-| by the destruction of death, and him that hath its 
sive and happy universe. power; he will subdue our iniquities, and cast all oar 

The piece before alluded to, immediately following _ sins into the depths of the sea, he will perform the truth 
in the same paper, reads thus: unto Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which he hath 
sworn lo our l’athers in the days of old. Here a field 
opens too extensive to be described in the limits of this 
paper. I must therefore forbear, after mentioning one 
more exceeding great and precious promise, which cov- 


THE DYING SINNER. 
Shrouded in dark despair, the sinner dies ! 
Clonds of horror fill ail earth ;—while, from the aw- | 
ful pinacle of time, he looks off into an abyss of woe, por is Aa es va A . 
dark as midnight shades. He starts back! ‘Terrer| ains more than volumes written without peculiar in- 
Gils his soul ;—while still as night, silent as the house | spiration. It will be found in the close of the inter- 
of death, breaks upon his sight a vast eternity. His 'esting speech of the apostle Peter in Acts iii, 19—21, 
soul, ia awful amazement, would fark tyes a cogent _** Repent ye therefore (speaking to those who had kil- 
yan tutalas! de resents his hour-giass sand- | ‘ os dae 
eroan. But alas ! death presents hi g \ Jed the Prince of Life) and be converted. that your 
jess: and with his flaming sword cuts the brittle tread | * he eaiaal ee ies ; 2AM 
of life. exclaiming with an awful voice, “ Time shal] | $198 May be Diotted oul, when the times of refreshing 
ibe no longer.’ Life’s curtain drops ; the bolts of shall come from the presence of the Lord. And he 
death fly back ; sli nature fades. The sun hides his | shall send Jesus Christ, who before was preached unto 
face ; the volume of nature forever — _ ~~ you; whom the heavens must receive until the times 
TOY y paging -ets its doom. een ie ‘ , q 8 
‘convoyed by raging demons, meets its « be < | of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken b 
lavony points that resistless shalt of Death, which ney- | the mouth of all his hol Awe ‘ y 
| er never dies. He calls on mouutains, to hide se . 1OraA va 1Oly prophets, since the world be- 
roe the eternal Judge. Tn Vain. The hook of life gan. (Verse 26.) unto you first, God having raised uD 
‘opens; his horrible destiny is unrolled; he approaches | his son Jesus, sent him to bless you by turning every 
iGod’s awful tribunal. The dread wee oe, Oe one of you from your iniquities.”” How unlike this is 
'tha ins of Jehovah.—Depart, ve cursed. ne rebe : a: ‘ : 
| the lips of Jehovah, Depart, ye cursed Hell! Jus the gloomy picture exhibited in the piece under con- 
‘sinks ; he sinks down in woe ;—alas, in Hell: Jus- sideration. 40's Ged keckike bo Gl if bag 
‘tice. as with the seal of God, stamps his doom with an | ~" ’ Spa: sinners of the deepest 
i " a Pe 3 e 4 | © 4 , - . . » 
eternal and increased despair. He groans, be dies ;, die, many of whom were doubtless active in the cruci- 
yet never, never dics! Hope, ab! kind hope, that fixion of the Lord of glory, and for whom he addressed 
cheered in life, is lost in Hell. He cries, he wails, ‘his Father, while in the agonies oi death, in moving 
lwith gvashing teeth. All living, hark! Hear him 
y — oe ° - 
: ‘7 I’m lost. forever lost. Oh for 
exclaimn,—" I’m lost, 71 : . not what they do.” An: { tte eT Be riage 
one drop to cool my tongue, tormented in these flames. . At d for the cousolation of this 
\ias. I feel the worm that never dies! the fire which poor deluded mortal, this faithful friend is still the 
never is quenched! “Oh eternity, eternity! When same (bowever much mankind may ilespise reproo!, ) 
millions, millions of years, have run their ample rounds, and js still interceding for him in the saae language. 
eternity is but then begun! 





c 4 aetiss ; woe e ; . 
accent, saying, ** /ather forgive them, for they know 


SPECTATOR. 





REMARES. ** He hath shewed thee. O man, what is good; and 

T have persnaded the Editors of the Magazine to In-| what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly 

q ° ° . . > . - , : . "4 ’ 

sert the above. not u ith a view to excite conviction of and to love merey, aud to walk humbly with thy 
3 c € ’ . 





. . . ‘ 9? 
the blackest guilt in the mind of the writer or his God: Mican, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | men to be irreligious, that they may be eternally con 


demned; and then they must so adapt their preach- 
MERCY AND JUSTICE. 


ing, that it shall be just as merciful one part of the 

It is a well known fact, that for a long time, that|time, as the other. All this precaution is necessary, 
class of community, who have arrogated to themselves | in order to have the justice of the divine Being receive 
the unappropriate title of orthodox, have conlended equal honor with his mercy.-~Alter all, if ministers 





that the Mercy and Justice of God are vieing princi-| will look over this rule, which they must follow if they | 


ples; that what his mercy would allow, his justice would promote equity, they will acknowledge their 
forbids. This idea is attested by the following, from a} task is difficult. So that the reader perceives that the 
certain poet. idea which makes so great a difference between the 
mercy and justice of God, not only involves God, but 
those who preach this difference, in difficulty. 

The truth is, ** Mercy shall be built up forever,” 
and there is no justice in the universe of God, that can 
do it harm, or baffle one of its desires. There is no 
The idea here conveyed, is that Justice has done that, | justice in the world that is one iota opposed to mercy ; 
which mercy would not dictate. for when any thing becomes opposed to mercy, it is un- 

If the justice of God be opposed to his mercy, it ap-| just at once. We learn then, that a God who is not 
pears that these must be difficult principles for either | all mercy is a God unjust, and that all the hell man 
the Deity or preachers, to deal with. It has often: will ever experience, is as much built up by mercy as 
been said, *‘ If God were just iv marking iniquity, we | by justice. We have no objection to the idea that mer- 
should have long since been in the grave with the cy’s voice speaks for the salvation of all men,but we 
dead, and in hell with the damned.’ Let us exam- most zealously oppose the idea that justice speaks to 
ine this idea. As we are not * in the grave with the the contrary. & He is a just God, and a Suriour.” 
dead and in hell with the damned ;” the mercy of God | Bb. W. 
has prevented him from being just to mark iniquity.—| 
Mercy here, has done violence to God’s justice. But! 
supposing the case had been different ; supposing God } 
had been just tomark iniquity ; justice then, would do! 
violence to God’s mercy. | REMARKS on SOME PASSAGES tn Dr. FULLER'S 

There is no way in which the Deity could possibly | GOSPEL rts own WITNESS. 
have both mercy and justice fully executed in his Dr. Fuller was a firm believer in the endless misery 


ti SS , es ; : ; 
government, allowing them to be warring principles. of a large portion of mankind. Yet the following are 
Mercy or justice, one or both, must many times be | 


wronged. When God is in ¢ ‘i Pra : " 
g n the full exercise of mercy, Unjyersai Salvation. 


he is unjust ; and when he is strictly just he is ype “11. The scriptures inform us that before creation 
ciful. It is said, ** the dictates of God’s mercy would was begun, our world was marked out by Elernal Wis- 
have all men saved ; but he is just, as well as merci- domas the theatre of its joyful operations.” 
ful; therefore many must suffer endless misery.” It | To support the above sentiment, he quotes the viii. 
is further said, “* all mankind deserve to suffer God’s of Proverbs; the close of the passage is, ** and my de- 
wrath eternally.”’ Py placing these ideas together, lights were with the sons of men.” 
they prove God to be eternally unmerciful, and eter- | " Ul. Phe Mediation of Christ is represented m 
wally unjust. In as many instances as avy are made | scripture as bringing the whole crealion into union with 
the church or people of God.” 
In support of this statement, he refers to Eph. i. 10, 


pally happy, in so many instances God is eternally } ant ss may OB eg cenenen, i - oe cee: 
unjust.— What must we conclude, then? Answer, we | aceinin orana? 7m,” oe ne mee _ mare 
must conclude that there is a continual warfare be-| ** gather logether in one all things in Christ, both which 
tween these attributes of God, and that when the con- | %” in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him.” 
test decides in the favor of justice, God's children are | Again, ** It pleased the Father that in him should all 
made to suffer an endless hell, but when the contest | pecans one See eeeng Gee yannn Seengh He 
turns in favor of mercy, then the children of God are Spat af 968 Grane) Ry Rims fo seconedic all things ute 
blessed with endless beatitude. We must believe | Mel Hy im, Sony, whether things im earth, or 
that these attributes of Jehovah act in concert, or al- things tm Rese,” nde 

low the above awful absurdities ; and if we allow that * IV. Through the Mediatron of Christ not only is 


: i es ‘ ithe whole creation represented as auzsmenting the 
_ ere. and justice of God are my vores, we must blessedness of the Church ; but the church as augment: 
liscover that they are unhappy principles, even for the | ing the biessedness of the whole creation.” 

Majesty of heaven, to have any thing to do with. In support of this statement, he argues in the follow- 

Many of our preachers very zealously contend for| ing manner: ** As one member, be it ever so small, 
the glory of God; they say the justice of God must be | cavnot suffer, without the whole body in some degree 
gioriied as well as his mercy, and while the enjoy-|suflering with it; so if we consider our weld we a 
ment of (he saints in heaven promotes the glory of his | member of the great body or system of being, it might 
mercy, the misery of the damned in hel! promotes the | naturally be supposed that the ill or well being of the 
glory of his justice. Here again, mercy and justice | former, would, in some measure, affect the happiness 
are opposed io each other. Mercy is glorified only by! of the latter. The fall of a planet from its orbit in the 
the salvation cf men, for she would have men saved if} solar system, would probably have a less effect upou 
she could ; jusiice is glorified only in the damnation of |tie other planets, than that of man from the moral 
wre, for if she were to have her full demands all would | system upon the other parts of God’s intelligent crea. 
be eudless!y con’emned. This seems to be a rather | tion. 


** A God all mercy, is a God unjust.” 


If this be true, a God of justice is a God unmerciful. 
Again, another poet says; 


‘* Justice has built a dismal hell.”’ 
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endlessly miserable, in so many instances God is end- 
lessly unmerciful; in as many wistances as any are cter- 





- And when it is considered that man is a mem- 
eritical circumstauce for those preachers who wish to | ber of the body distinguished by sovereign favor,as pos- 
pave Gods justice glorified as well as his mercy.—j sessing a nature which the Son of God delighted to 
sho factis, they mu-t be careful not to do any more | honor by taking it upon himself, the interest which 
tur thie story of bis mercy than they do for the glory uf| the universe at large may bave in his fall and recove- 
dus Justice, for if they do, God’s glory will not be |ry may be greatly augmented. ‘The leprocy of Miriam 
eyuaily ‘(ivided ; therefore to do just about right, they | was an event that affected the whole camp of Israel ; 
uit Of ine time should seek tu promote the glory of | nor did they proceed on their journies till she was re- 


stored to her situation: and it is not unnatural to sup- 





bas Mieicy by persuaciag men to be religious that they 


some of his strong expressions, which seem to favor of 





iney be caved, aud the other 


half of the (ime persuade | pose, that some thing analagous to this would be the, scripture texts led Dr. Fuller to speak of 





eee 
effect of the fall and recovery of man on the whole 


creation.”? 

He likewise refers to certain texts of scripture,— 
Gen. 12th and 22d chapters. And 97th Psalm. He 
says, ** God blessed Abraham; and wherefore ? That 
he might bea blessing. He blessed his posterity after 
him; and for what purpose? That in them ail the 
nations of the earth might be blessed. He says, “ The 
igodly prayed that God would be merciful to them, 
, and bless them, and cause his face to shine upon thew ; 
ito the end, THAT MIS WAY MIGHT BE KNowy vpoy 
|FARTH, AND HIS SAVING MEALTH AMONG ALL ya- 
Sona He adds, ** According to scripture represen- 
‘tations the happiness of saiuts in glory will be confer. 
red on them, not that it may stop there, but be com- 

municated to the whole moral system.” Again, “Much 
| the same ideas are conveyed to us by those represep- 
tations in which the whole creation are either called 
upon torejoice on account of our redemption, or describ- 





ed as actually rejoicing and praising the Redeemer, 
Thas David having spoken of God’s mercy which was 
from everlasting to everlasting toward the children of 
men; addresses ALL HIS WORKS, IN ALL PLACKS oF 
His pomMiNtoN, to bless his name.’ John also informs 
us, saying, ** l heard the rorce of many angels round 
about the throne, and the living creatures, and the el- 
ders; and the number of them was ten thousand limes 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ; saying with 
a loud roice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, and glory, and blessing. 4nd every crealuce 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all thai ave in 
them, heard 1, saying, Blessing, and honor, and «lary, 
and power be unto Him that siiteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” 

“VY. The scriptures give us to expect that the earth 
itself, as well as its redgemed inhabitants, shall ata fu- 
ture period be purvfied, and reunifed lo the holy empire 
of God.” - 

The Dr. says, ** We are taught to pray, and conse- 
quently to hope that when the kingdom of God shall 
universally prevail,his will shall be done on earth as it 
is new in heaven: but if so,earth itself must become,as 
it were, a part of heaven.” Again, ** And before the 
close of time all nations shall be subjected to the obe- 
dience of Christ. ‘This shall be the breaking up of sa- 
tan’s empire. Naw as on the conquest of a rebellious 
province the delegated authority of the conqueror 
would cease, and the natural government of the em- 
pire resume its original form; so Christ is represented 
as delivering up the kingdom to the Father, that God 
may be allin all.” 

Now it may seem somewhat surprising that a Dr. of 
divinity, should make use of such strong and universal 
expressions, and at the same time, believe in the end- 
less misery of a large part of mankind. How can this 
be accounted for? How can such apparent inconsis- 
tences be reconciled? The only way in which I can 
account for this, is; the Dr. was led from the 
language of the scriptures to speak in such universal 
terms, at the same time, the creed of men which he 
had probably been educated in, led him to interpret 
~ome passages, which relate to God’s judgments on 
mankind in this world, as descriptive of endless misery 
in another state of existence. 

The Dr. mentions the whole creation six times, as 
‘being united to Christ and the people of God, and 
blessed with them. He brings very plain texts to 
prove this. Yet he supposed that other texts as plain- 
ly proved that a large part ef the human family would 
always remain rebellious, and contend with the Al 
inighty, and suffer his weath and curse to all eternity. 
On this point much may be said. I can only remark, 
that the scriptures appear to contradict themselves in 
many places. ‘The way people take to reconcile them, 
leads them to very diflererft conclusions respecting the 


; r b 
character of God and the destiny of man. Phous! 
6 the who-t 






















































mo 4 . 
-aaeel system” as united to, and blessed in Christ ; yet 
he considered that but a part of mankind would be 
thus blessed. Others understand these texts which 
epeak of the whole creation, as including every ration. 
al soul which God has made. But those texts which 
Dr. Fuller supposes prove endless misery, are explain- 
ed as applying to the events of time. See six Sermons, 
containing remarks, upon Dr. Fuller’s reasons for be- 
lieving in endless misery. By Seth Stetson. 
SEEK TRuTH. 

im 

Nore.—Why does net the Dr.’s reasoning under his 
fourth head, refute the notion that many possess, that 
the greatest holiness and happiness is secured in the 
universe, by a part being sinful and miserable? He 
says, * As one member be it ever so small, cannot 
suffer, without the whole body in some degree suffer- 
ing with it; so if we consider our world as a member 
of the great body and system of being, it might natur- 
ally be supposed that the ill or well being of the for- 
mer would, in some measure, effect the happiness of 
the latter. So if we consider one man, as a member 
of the great body or system of ** human nature,” it 
might naturally be supposed that the ill or well being 
of the former, would, in some measure, affect the hap- 
piness of the latter.” Hf the misery of ove man, tend 
to diminish the happiness of the whole human family, 
how great must be the Joss of happiness, when thou- 
sauds of millions suffer endless misery? If the happi- 
ness of one penitent sinner gives joy to the holy angels 


re) 


in heaven, how greatly would their joys increase, | he ; 


It may be said, that 
euough will be saved to fill heaven with endless joy, 
and saving wore would make no difference. 

But it is a question, whether the benevolent mind 
ean Test in its love, and be fully satisfied, while a sin- 


iul and wretched being remains iu the universe of 
God. 


I recollect Dr. Griffin, in a missionary sermon, says, 
that, if there 


were a world of sinners saved ? 


were but one heathen, in some distant 
part of the earth, ina state of ignorance and sin, expos- 
ed to eternal ruin, it was an object, worthy the em- 
barkation of the whole of the United States of Ameri- 
ea to save that one heathen. Why would not the 
whole multitude of the heavenly world, be moved by 
their benevolent compassion, to leave their blest 
abode, to save one poor sinner from suffering endless 
misery? Surely their hearts are wot less benevolent 
and pitiful in heavenly perfection, than when on earth 
in an imperfect state. Hence their sufferings must be 
great, when they think of their fellow creatures, left 
without mercy by their merciful Creator and Saviour. 

S. T. 


we 


—_——— oe 


CONVERSION OF A UNIVERSAL- 
IST MINISTER; 


TO THE DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL TORMENT. 

{y> As the (Hartford) Christian Secretary and Bos- 
ton Recorder have presented the public with Mr. ZE- 
PHENIAH L. CrossmMAn’s renunciation of Universalism, 
and as the Editors of these papers seem to exul in the 
circumstance, as if the doctrine of eternal cruelly has 
hereby obtained a momentary triumph over the Gos- 
pel of impartial Grace, we are disposed to present our 
readers with what they have published, not fearing 
that the versatility of a weak mind will shake the con- 
fidence of sound and sober believers, in the unchange- 
able goodness of God. 

We would furthermore inform the public that this is 
not the first, if it be the second time, that the Rev. Z. 
L. Crossman has renounced Universalism: however, 
We hope it will be the last. 





From the (Hartford) Christian Secretary. 
CONVERSION OF A UNIVERSALIST MINISTER. 
The following letter was handed us for publication, 
tome time ago, but we then hesitated to give it an in- 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


sertion, fearing that there might be some mistake in 
the statement of facts, for which we might be unable 
to account, without a more perfect knowledge of the 
source whence the communication proceeded. We 
have taken pains to inquire as to the correctness of the 
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UNIVERSALISM 
FAVORABLE TO SELF MURDER. 


0<pLet our readers look at the following piece, from 
the ** Boston Recorder,’ which the writer of it, or 
the Editor, or some hypocrite, entitles, ‘* Uneversalism 





statements, and we are now authorised to say, that the 
letter was written at the request of Mr. Crosman him- 
self, and that it has received his approbation. No 
doubt every humble follower of the Lamb will rejoice 
in the change in Mr. C.’s mind; and whilst we uni- 
formly acknowledge the necessity of sovereign power 
and grace to epen the eyes of the understanding, we 
have great encouragement in these instances of God’s 
gracious displays, to pour out our hearts in devout sup- 
plication for the divine influence in behalf of the trath. 
We are happy to learn from a respectable friend, that 
this change in Mr. C.’s views has been accompanied 
by several instances of seriousness, and some hopeful 
conversions. While error is coming in like a flood, 
may the Spirit of the Lord continue to erect a stand- 
ard against it, and save those who are in danger of be- 


og beguiled and led astray, as the serpent beguiled 
ve. 


COMMUNICATION, 
The Rev. Z. Crosman, who has for several years 


past preached in the new Universalist Church at Nor- 
wich, (Con.) but who fora few weeks had been ab- 
sent, returned to his flock last week, and in a public 
priut announced his intention to preach ov the subse- 
queut Sabbath; when on the day appointed he offic- 
iated, and after the close of the afterneon’s discourse, 
publicly renounced the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
; and stated in clear and impressive language, 
that, for the last nine months he had labored under 
strong mental feelings of doubt and uncertainty, re- 
Specting the correctness of the doctrine which he had 
| professed to believe, and to preach, and that after dil- 
igently searching the scriptures—praying frequently 
and fervently for a right understanding of them, he had 
come to the conclusion, that the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation was fallacious, and emimently dangerous to 
the immortal souls of those who place their trust and 
confidence in its efficacy. 

** Lhave,”’ said he, ** closed my last sermon in this 
house. 1 have already preached the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation longer than my conscience would jus- 
tify. My eyes are now open, and I feel the sting ofa 
reproving conscience. My errors are now plain before 
me; I can see with unclouded vision the tremendous 
culf betweeu the righteous and the wicked, over 
| which none can pass, except they repent and be wash- 
\ed in the blood of the Lamb. I must therefore aban- 
| don and renounce forever this dangerous doctrine, cal- 
culated té lead men to follow the dictates of their own 
evil devices, under the impression of Salvation, with- 
out repentance, or faith in the all sufficiency of the 
Lord Jesus Curist. J feel an awful consciousness 
that I must one day stand before the judgment bar of | 
God to give an account for the deeds done in the body, | 
and I fear the precious and immortal souls of many of | 
my hearers may arise up in judgment against me, as | 
ihe shepherd of a straying flock.” 

He then commended them to God, and requested 
that they would through repentance and the washing 
of regeneration, leok to Christ as the only'medium 
through which to obtain eternal life. As he took his 
leave, he desired them on their return to their own 
dwellings, to read and meditate on the following pas- 
sages of scripture. Mat. xiii. 49, *¢ So shall it be at 
the end of the world : the angels shall come forth and 
sever the wicked from among the just.” Rev. xxii. 11. 
“6 He that is unjust, let him be unjnst still ; and he that 
is filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still.” 

he For there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave Him- 
self a ransom for ALL, to be lestified in due time, 


i Tim. ii. 5, 6. 
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| young men had ever heard of Universalism, 


| favorable to Self-murder.” Now there is not an inti- 

mation even in the account itself, that either of these 
In fact, 
,it is by no means probable that they had ; for they 
‘were brought up and lived in a part of the country 
where hell-fire aud endless torment are about all the 
sounds that are heard from the pulpit. Now, why 
could not the silly creature that made out this ac- 
count, have reflected that if it proved that any doc- 
trine was favorable to self-murder, it must be that doc- 
trine in which the young men were educated. 





Universalism favorable to Self-murder.~-The New- 
York papers of last week contain an appalling account 
of self-murder, committed by two young men, of the 
ages of 24 and 26, who perpetrated this atrvcious 
crime to avoid human justice. It is said that they 
were natives of St. Thomas, (West Indies) were men 
of dissolute lives and had absconded with a large 
amount of property which it seems they were resolved 
to enjoy while it lasted, and then rush before their 
Maker to render up their account. 

Yet these unhappy young men, if the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation be true, are entitled to the same 
abodes of bliss where Brainard and Maityn dwell.— 
Yes, these self-destroyers who we have ‘eason to be- 
lieve never performed one single acceptable service 
for God, are to receive the same rewards which the 
pious Newell, and Ward, and other departed servants 
of Jesusenjoy. This single reflection, we shonid sup- 
pose, ought to convince the supporters of this doctrine, 
of its absurdity, vileness and falsehood. 


—= : @ = 
MIQUON, OR WILLIAM PENN. 


One of the prettiest touches of feeling of which we 
have ever heard, was witnessed in the conduct of cer- 
tain Indians from the interior, who some years ago vi- 
sited our city. When the statue in the Hospital yard 
was pointed out to them as the figure of Miavon, or 
WiL.iAM PEnN, they all, with one consent, fell down 
on their knees before it—thus testifying in the strong- 
est manner in their power their reverence for the char- 
acter of one of the few white men, who have treated 
their race with humanity. It was not an exhibition 
got up for effect—it was the result of a burst of feeling 
—of a deeply implanted feeling which neither time nor 
distance had been able to eradicate. [t had descend- 
ed from father to son, had been cherished in the wes- 
tern wilds, and evinced itself in the midst of civilized 
society, by the strongest of natural signs of reverence. 

Philadelphia Gacette. 











ERRATUM in our last week’s Erratum ; for Sodie/y, 
read Society. 
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mon on the Spring» Season of the Gospel. By 


| Donpuus SKINNER. 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. George Stevens to Miss 
Harriot Dill.-Mr. Jonathan Cashing to Miss Eliza Anu 
‘imson. Mr. Benjamin R. Rolin to Mrs. Mary Jones. 

At Trinity Church, by Rev. Dr. Gardiner, Mr. Wil- 
liam Rowson to Miss Hannah Smith Bancroft. 

In Charlestown, Mr. Benjamin Litchfield, of Boston, 
to Miss Mary Ann Parker, of Charlestown. 

In Cambridgeport, by Rev. T’. Whittemore, Mr. Ne- 
al W. Langley to Miss Eliza Wheeler. 

In Marblehead, Capt. Wm. Hammond to Miss Mary 


Browu. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 
Rebecca Russell, aged 87. Widow Eunice 
Mrs. Merriam Field, aged 38. Mrs. 
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Mrs. 
Young, aged 58. 
neg. Se ee ary gaan. 
Abigail, wile of Mr. Noah Chiles, age 
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HYMN. 
What joys, O Lord, thy word imparts, 
What Hope, to cheer our languid hearts, 
Maintains her empire in the breast, 
And points us to thy heavenly rest. 





What, though such num’rous ills surround, 
And prickly thorns infest the ground ; 

She sheds her kind and healing rays, 

And ev'ry crue! pang allay 


Sooth’d by her sweet and placid voice, 
In darkest shades, we still rejoice, 
Though nature may extort a tear, 
Sighing, we smile, nor yield to fear. 


And when, this life’s short journey’s o’er, 
We're summon’d from this mortal shore, 
May hope attend our parting breath, 
And guide us through the vale of death. 


With pleasure, then, we'll leave our clay, 
lor the devouring worm, a prey, 
And to that brighter scene arise, 


Where ** hope in full fruition dies. J. FRIEZE. 





ic3-The publication of the following numbers, as will 
be seen, was commenced in the Evangelical Reper- 
tory. We have concluded to republish those of the 
vumbers contained in that work, as we have the 
promise of the writer of them, that he will furnish 
us with the remainder. 


INQUIRY 
CONCERNING THE PHRASE, 


SPIRIT OF GOD. 

Sin,—The present age is an age of inquiry and in- 
vestigation. The doctrises of religion are not now, as 
they were once, received implicitly: they must be 
proved by an appeal to the scriptures. The question 
has long been under discussion, and is not yet settled, 
‘* how many persons are there in the Godhead?” We 
presume all admit the Father to be one of those per- 
Much discussion has been occasioned, whether 
Jesus Christ be anether of those persons; but, com- 
paratively little has been wriiten to prove, that ** the 
holy Spirit” is a person. 

Some time ago, while attending to the controversy, 


sous. 


going on between Trinitarians aed Unitarians. it occur- 


red to me, that much was said in scripture about the 
Spirit, the Spirit of God, and Spirit of the Lord, and 
that it might be useful to examine this subject. For 
my own personal satisfaction | engaged in this investi- 
gation, without any view to publication, and shall 
make up my materials in the form of letters, which 
you may publish as you may find it convenient. In 
the renyainder of this letter | shall state briefly my 
mode of investigating this subject. 


The principal question with me was, ** What say | Shall not reap.’ 
| translated wind. 


the Scriptures concerning the Holy Spirit.” Being de- 

sirous, that my inquiry should be full and complete, | 
coliected all the places where the Hebrew word Ruh, 
aud the Greek word pneuna occurred, in whatever 
way translated in the cammon version. ‘These texts | 
examined in connexion with their respective contexts, 
and classed them according to the best of my judgment, 
ns they were most likely to elucidate the subject.— 
Though this investigation has been conducted in the 
midst of a variety ol other concerns rather foreign to 
its nature, | think I may speak with some confidence, 
that noi a single text has been overlooked. I may 
have erred in understanding sume of them, yea, all of 
them, ii you please, but not one text is suppressed.— 
‘Lhe reader ia this case, has all the texts before him, 
and he may examine them for himself. In many of the 
texts, only chapter and verse are given, tor to have 
transcribed them would have been great labor to me, 
without any particular end being gained by it. 








In endeavoring to ascertain the meaning of the dif- 
ferent modes of speaking about the Spirit, my object 1 
has been, to make the scriptures their own interpre- 


jters. For example, when the phrases ‘Spirit of God,” 


and * Spirit of the Lord,” are used by the New Tes- 


tament writers, my inquiry has been, what ideas did 


the Old Testament writers attach to these or similar 
phrases? This principle of interpretation | deem of 
essential importance. ‘Tbe writers of the New Testa- 
ment were Jews, and spoke to Jews, and used Jewish 
phraseology, with which they were acquainted from 
the writings of Moses and the Prophets. I presume it 
will not be disputed, that these, and other similar 
phrases, have the same meaning in both Testaments.- 
The writers of the New Testament not only quote the 
Old, but often use its phraseology without any formal 
intimation to their readers. Nor do they intimate, 
that they use it in a new and different sense, tro 
understood by the Jews, time 
Christ and his apostles, seem to proceed 

ple, that their hearers were accustomed to such lan- 
guage, and are free from all fear, that tle 
to be misunderstood. | Their modes of speaking about 
the Spirit, had as specific a current vali 
as their coin had m commerce. 
the words which man’s 
the Holy 


immremorial. Jesus 


on the pri iel- 


were liable 


They spake, ** not in 
wisdom teacheth, but which 
Spirit teacheth.” 

Another principle of interpretation of which I avail 
myself is, to make the New Testament writers assict 
in explaining each other. It has been my stady, to 
let every writer, as far as possible, explain his own 
meaning. but as they were all inspired by the same 
Spirit, writing on the same subjects, living in the same 
age, and addressing the same people, 
tual light on each other. If men shall 
be agreed on religious subjects, it must be, by follow- 
ing out the allowed maxim—* the Bible istie best in- 
terpreter of itself,” 


they reilect mu 


ever come to 


This maxim 1 shall attempt to 
follow, in ascertaining the precise meaning 
pressions, ** Spirit of God, 
<pirit,’? which frequently occur in the iuspired vol- 
ume. 


of the €xX- 
Spirit of the Lerd, and Holy 


Whether I shal! be able to communicate any thing 
which may tend to unite christians more togcther, | 
caunot say; but 1 shall study to avoid every thing in 


my manner, which would increase their auiaicsitics 


and unhappy divisions. 


It is well known, that the Hebrew word Ruh and 


the Greek word Pxeuma, which are translated Spirit: 
are also rendered wind, in the common version. In 


reading the English bible, it is of some importance to | 


notice, that in some places where these words are ren- 


dered Spirit, the word wind would have been a better | 


translation—and vice versa. I] shall just notice one or 
two instances as examples. 


In Eccles. ii. 4, it is said, ‘‘ He that observeth the | 


| wind shall not sow ; and he that regardeth the clouds 





Here the original word is properly 
But in the very next verse, it is 
which not oply occasions an ainbi- 
guity in ihe passage, but obscures the beautiful con- 
nexion between it and verse 4th. It reads thus—* As 
thou knowest not what is the way of the Spirit, no 
how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with 
child, even so thou kuowest not the works of God who 
makeih all.’ In verse 4th Solomon had said, ** He 
that regardeth the wind shall not sow,” and adds, **As 
thou knowest not the way of the wind.” Itisa paral- 
lel text to John iii. 8, ** The wind bloweth whicre it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth.”— 
Solomon reasons, 


translated Spirit, 


that as a man was ignorant of the 

way of the wind, and of another very wondertul thing 
in the works of God, which he names as examples, 
how could he ever thiuk to find out all the works o/ 
God. Por other examples, where the word wend, iv- 
stead of syirit, would have 


been a better rendering 


in that | 


fe in relicion, | 


singled ieeensiiesainin sishsnintentinimmrerinnene 
see Psalm civ. 4, and compare Heb i. 4, And ought 
not Zech. vi. 5, to he understood in the same Way, 
‘The importance of consulting the connexion, to see 
| whether wind or spirit would be the best translation, 
will appear ie the following passages. In Gen. viii, 
‘ And God made a wind to Pass over the 
earth and the waters assuaged.”’ Supposing that our 
translators had in this passage transiated the original 
word spirit, would it not have been easy to convince 
some that the waters of the flood were assuaged by 


the spirit of.God passing over the earth? Had it also 
it would be in 
like manver concluded, that the Spirit of God brought 
the quails, and let them fall by the camp of Israel,-- 
And | presume many, from Gen. i, 


1, it is said, 


been translated spirit in Num. ii. 31, 


2, believe, that it 
was the third person in the godhead that moved upon 
the face of the waters. Our translators have pet wind 
in the margin. And ‘ wind of God” is a_ phrase 
which occurs in other places of iB 


Why the same original words should be used to ex- 
press both wind and spirit, I shall notice afterwards,— 
In my next I shall introduce all those passages where 


they are rendered wivd in the common version. 


I am yours, Mik ROS, 


RY ERT SE wee idan tela halt 





SUMMALY OF IN’ 


iL ELLIGENCE, 


Gen. John Davis, of Chester county, Pen. who was 


officer ia the revolutionary war,and an 
intimate of Gen. LA FAyv&rtrr, Las for a length of 
time past been laboring under a paralytic stroke ; so 


severe in its efliects, as to deprive him of speech. A 


lew days since, one of the family apprised hios of the 
arrival of Gen. La Fayette in ‘his country; heim- 


e y 


mediately. as natare’s last effort. exclaimed. Js he here? 


and the tears trickled down this aged Patrict’s cheek ; 
he was unable to utter m re.—Poulsou’s ldverliser. 
annem 

The Surgical Infirmary is ré ved trom Conyress-St. 
to No. 21, Federal-“treet, near c--treet, where the 
poor, suffcring under diseases, Can receive gratuitous 
(advice and attendance every day between the hours 
of Sand 5, ?. M. N. B. Disease: of the Eyes will be 
wade a subject of particular attention. —Jes/. Pat. 


< , 


We regret lent oc- 


‘curred at Beverly 


to learn, that a distressing ace 

. in firiue the salvte iv honor of Gen. 
. > Bert , ’ 3 9 ’ . 4 Lilo adin 

LAFAYETTE, on ‘ivesday aiteriioon. +) lie loading 


ithe gun after the first discharve, it went off, and Mr. 
Peter Jowder, who was ramming down the cartridge, 
had both his hands blown to pieces, one of his arms 
has since been amputated, and it is doubtful whether 
The unfortunate tian has a wise and 


em Register. 


be will recover. 
three children.—Se! 
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